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I. 
SOUTH SEA SURGERY. 


Tue recent discovery, by Captain 
Dillon, of the fate of La Pérouse, 
is a subject of deep interest to eve- 
ry one, and we hope the interesting 
narrative of this successful voyager 
will soon be republished in this 
country. To this narrative we 
are indebted for the following his- 
tory of the condition of the healing 
art among some of the rude Island- 
ers of the Southern Ocean. It 
will be recollected that Mr. Ma- 
riner, who is often referred to by 
Captain Dillon, commenced his 
residence among the Friendly Isl- 
ands in early youth, and had ample 
opportunities to become familiar 
with the character and customs of 
their inhabitants. 

The natives of the Sandwich 
Islands, says Captain Dillon, ap- 
pear to have some knowledge of 
medicine ; but whether from ori- 
ginal discoveries of their own, or 
from the information of Europeans, 
Mr. Mariner could not obtain any 
information from those natives who 
were with him at Vavaoo. One 
of these Sandwich Islanders (a 
perty chief) professed some know- 
edge of the healing art, and it so 
happened that Mr. Mariner was 
once the subject of his skill. Feel- 
ing himself much indisposed by a 
disordered state of the stomach 
and bowels, attended with headach 
and drowsiness, this Sandwich 
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Islander proposed to give him some 
iaternal remedies ; whilst a native 
of Tonga, gn the other hand, very 
much wanted him to lose blood (by 
scarification with shells on the 
arms and legs). ‘The remedies 
proposed by the former were an 
emetic and a cathartic. The ca- 
thartic consisted chiefly of the 
sweet potatoe grated, and the juice 
of the sugar-cane ; to this, howe- 
ver, was added the juice of some 
other vegetable substance, with 
which Mr. Mariner was not ac- 
quainted. The emetic consisted 
of two infusions ; one of certain 
leaves, and the other of a particu- 
lar root, both unknown to bim. 
She Sandwich Islander informed 
him that the root was necessary 
to counteract the effect of the 
leaves, which was very powerful, 
and might, in a large dose, and 
without such addition, kill him. 
Upon this discouraging information, 
the native of ‘Tonga, with his sca- 
rifying shells, redoubled his per- 
suasions, ridiculed the remedies of 
the other, and, on uiderstanding 
what effect they would have, 
laughed most heartily at the idea 
of curing a sick man by means 
which would make a healthy man 
sick. The remedies of the sur- 
geon, however, were not more 
agreeable than those of the physi- 
cian, and the patient was at a loss 
to know to whose care he should 
entrust his health, when the latter 
signified his intention of taking some 
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202 SOUTH 
of his own physic, which was the 
best proof he could possibly give 
of his confidence in it. Two equal 
doses were accordingly prepared ; 
the patient took one, and the doc- 
tor the other. The cathartic was 
first given, and the emetic about 
an hour afterwards. The latter 
operated in about another hour, 
and the former, in conjunction with 
it, in about two hours and a half. 
They both evinced abundant evi- 
dence of their respective proper- 
ties, and the following morning Mr. 
Mariner found himself perfectly 
well ; which happy result the man 
who wanted to bleed him could by 
no means attribute to the remedies 
he had taken. The Sandwich 
Islander, notwithstanding he was 
much laughed at, particularly 
about his cathartics, obtained at 
Jength a considerable share of cre- 
dit for his skill. 

No native of Tonga undertakes 
to practise surgery unless he has 
been at the Feejee Islands, where 
constant wars afford great oppor- 
tunity of becoming skilful ; and no 
native of Tonga would employ a 
surgeon who had not been thus 
schooled. 

The three most important ope- 
rations are, cawso, or paracentesis 
thoracis ; tocolési, or an operation 
for the cure of ‘tetanus, which 
consists in making a seton in the 
urethra ; and boca, or castration. 

The one we are about to de- 
scribe was performed upon a Fee- 
jee islander who had received a 
barbed arrow in the right side, 
between the fifth and sixth ribs, 
not in a line directly below the 
nipple, but about an inch back- 
wards. The arrow had broken off 
about three inches from the point 
under the third row of barbs ; and 
from the rise and fall of the thorax 
in the act of respiration, the whole 
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piece was perfectly concealed 
from any external view. The 
barbs and the point were of the 
same piece with the arrow. 

A countryman of the wounded 
man wished to perform the opera- 
tion, but the patient desired that a 
friend of his, a native of Vavaoo, 
should manage it. This proved 
that he placed at least equal con- 
fidence in his skill as in that of his 
countrymen ; for he had seen him 
perform the operation several times 
before at the Feejee Islands. 

The patient was now lying on 
his back, but a little inclined to 
his left side ; and this was consi- 
dered a favorable posture for the 
operation. It was a fine clear 
day, and the weather warm ; had 
it been rainy or cloudy, or had the 
patient felt himself cold, fires 
would have been lighted in the 
house, and a burning torch held to 
his side, to relax the integuments, 
and to render, by such means, the 
wound more favorable. The wound 
had been received the day before, 
and, on pressing the finger upon its 
orifice, the broken end of the arrow 
could not now be felt, except by 
the pain which such pressure gave 
the patient. In the first place, 
the operator marked with a piece 
of charcoal the situation and length 
of the intended incision, which was 
about two inches, the small wound 
made by the arrow being in the 
centre of it. The integuments 
were now drawn upwards, so that 
the black line lay upon and parallel 
with the superior rib, an assistant 
pressing his hand above and another 


below the situation of the intended 


incision, with a view to keep the 
integuments firm and steady. The 
operator having now chosen a piece 
of bamboo, began his incision, and 
carried it down to the bone, the 
whole length of the mark, which 
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was done with five or six motions 
of the hand, aided by considerable 
pressure. In this part of the ope- 
ration a shell could not be used, 
on account of its liability to break. 
The integuments being now allow- 
ed to return to their natural situa- 
tion, the incision was cautiously 
continued with a splinter of shell, 
midway between the two ribs, 
dividing the intercostal muscles to 
nearly the same extent as the ex- 
ternal wound, to allow of the in- 
troduction of a finger and thumb 
to lay hold of the arrow. During 
this part of the operation, however, 
the end of the arrow became per- 
ceptible, protruding between the 
coste at every inspiration. The 
operator, as soon as possible, se- 
cured it with the finger and thumb 
of his left hand, whilst with his 
right he proceeded to widen the 
incision on either side, that he 
might take a firmer and deeper 
hold, and secure, if possible, the 
second row of barbs. To facili- 
tate the operation, he now slipped 
the noose of a string over the barbs 
he held between his finger and 
thumb, and having secured which, 
his left hand was no longer in the 
way of his right ; for, by drawing 
the string as far as prudence would 
allow, he kept it pressed upon the 
superior, and thereby preserved 
the arrow from receding at every 
inspiration. The incision was now 
carried through the intercostal 
muscles and the pleura, sufficiently 
to allow of the introduction of the 
finger and thumb of the right hand, 
with which he endeavored to dis- 
engage, as much as possible, what 
might obstruct the barbs ; whilst 
with his left finger and thumb he 
laid hold of the end of the arrow, 
and kept gently twisting it always 
one way, so as to hreak down 
those obstructions which could not 
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be removed with the other hand ; 
taking care, however, not to use 
so much force as might he supposed 
liable to break the barbs: and in 
this way, in the course of two or 
three minutes, he withdrew the 
arrow, bringing with it a small 
portion of the substance of the 
luags which could not be disen- 
gaged. During this part of the 
operation the patient was almost 
insensible. He was held by those 
about him, to prevent any mischief 
arising from his struggles, which 
at times were violent. The ope- 
rator now carefully examined the 
arrow, and being satisfied that . 
every barb (of which there were 
three rows) was entire, he ordered 
him to be gently turned on the 
right side, so that the wound was 
depending ; and, to make it more 
completely so, a quantity of gnatoo 
was placed under him in two situ- 
ations, viz., under the shoulder and 
under the pelvis, in such a way 
that the orifice of the wound was 
evidently the most depending por- 
tion of the thorax. The patient 
being now perfectly sensible, the 
operator desired him to make a 
full inspiration, inquiring whether 
it gave him much pain ; and being 
answered that he could bear it 
tolerably well, he desired him to 
make several full inspirations from 
time to time, but not so as to fa- 
tigue himself, and occasionally to 
move his body gently: by these 
means a considerable quantity of 
blood was discharged. A few 
hours afterwards the operator in- 
troduced between the ribs a por- 
tion of banana leaf, smoothly folded 
several times, and anointed with 
cocoa-nut oil, as a pledget to keep 
open the wound. He ordered his 
patient to be kept perfectly quiet, 
not to be spoken to, no noise to be 
made, nor his attention to be at- 
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tracted in any way; to live chiefly 
on vegetable diet, or, if he had 
any kind of meat, fowl in prefer- 
ence to pork ; or if pork, it was 
to be very small in quantity and 
without the least fat, with cocoa- 
nut milk for drink, in any quantity 
that he felt disposed to take. 
The first night he had a great 
deal of pain, much thirst, and 
little sleep ; the following day he 
was much easier. A great deal 
of blood was found to have been 
discharged, and a fresh pledget 
was introduced, which was re- 
newed every morning, as long as 
any discharge was apparent. 
When the discharge of sanguine- 
ous fluid ceased, which was in 
about nine or ten days, the ope- 
rator introduced his probe, to be 
sure that the cessation of the 
discharge was not occasioned by 
any obstruction. He then con- 
tented himself with a more su- 
perticial pledget, that the exter- 
nal orifice might not heal too soon, 
and the patient was allowed to 
change his posture occasionally, 
but not for a long time together. 
As he grew better a little more 
meat was allowed him, but the 
use of cava was interdicted until 
he got tolerably well. The 
wound healed in about six weeks, 
without any sort of dressing or 
washing. ‘The patient was con- 
fined to his house about two 
months, and was not perfectly 
recovered till near a_ twelve- 
month, when he seemed as healthy 
and strong as ever, with scarcely 
any cough having supervened in 
the meaawhile. This was con- 
sidered a very dangerous wound, 
and a very well-cenducted cure. 
Mr. Mariner does not know that 
they are acquainted either with 
the exact situation or the exist- 
ence of the interosteal arteries. 
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Tetanus is a disease very com- 
mon among the Tonga people, 
but still more common among the 
natives of the Feejee Islands, 
who, from their warlike habits, 
are more frequently in the way 
of it. They adopt, however, a 
remedy which the Tonga people 
have borrowed of them, and con- 
sists in the operation of tocolést, 
or passing a reed, first wetted 
with saliva, into the urethra, so 
as to occasion a considerable irri- 
tation and discharge of blood ; 
and if the general spasm is violent, 
they make a seton of this passage, 
by passing down a double thread, 
looped over the end of the reed ; 
and when it is felt in the perine- 
um, they cut down upon it, seize 
hold of the thread, and withdraw 
the reed, so that the two ends of 
the thread hang from the orifice 
of the urethra, and the doubled 
part from the artificial opening in 
the perineum. The thread is oc- 
casiovally drawn backwards and 
forwards, which excites very 
great pain and abundant discharges 
of blood. The latter operation 
Mr. Mariner has seen performed 
several times, but only twice for 
tetawus, arising in both instances 
from wounds in the foot. Jn 
these cases the spasms, but par- 
ticularly the convulsive parox- 
ysms, were exceecingly violent, 
extending to the whole body, 
neck, face, trunk, and extremi- 
ties ; but in neither case was the 
jaw permanently locked, though 
on every accession it was violently 
closed for a few moments. A 
native of the Feejee Islands per- 
formed one operation, and Hala 
Api Api the other: they both 
happened at Vavaoo at different 
times. In either case the disease 
came on suddenly, three or four 
days after the wound was receiv- | 
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ed, which was from an arrow not 
barbed. The moment the symp- 
toms became evident, tocol6si was 
performed. In the short space 
of two hours one of them was 
greatly relieved, and the other in 
about six or eight hours. The 
following day the one on whom 
Hala Api Api operated was quite 
well, and afterwards had no other 
attack ; consequently the thread 
was withdrawn. The effect of 
this operation was a considerable 
pain and tumefaction of the penis, 
but which gradually subsided in 
about five or six days. The ar- 
tificial openings, in both cases, 
healed spontaneously without any 
difficulty. 

The natives of these islands are 
very subject to enlarged testicles, 
and for this they sometimes per- 
form the operation of boca (cas- 
tration). Mr. Mariner’s limited 
observation on this subject does 
not authorise him to speak with 
any degree of certainty in regard 
to the precise nature of these 
tumefactions. Their mode of 
performing this operation is sum- 
mary enough. A bandage being 
tied with some degree of firmness 
round the upper part of the scro- 
tum, so as to steady the diseased 
mass, at the same time that the 
scrotum is closely expanded over 
it, an incision is made with bam- 
boo, just large enough to allow 
the testicle to pass, which being 
separated from its cellular con- 
nexions, the cord is divided, and 
thus ends the operation. They 
neither tie the cord nor take any 
pains to stop the bleeding ; but if 
the testicle be not very large, 
and the epididymis not apparently 
diseased, they perform the ope- 
ration by dissecting it from that 
body with the same instrument. 

One of these cases was that of 


SURGERY. 205 


a man who performed the opera- 
tion on himself. His left testicle 
was greatly enlarged, being about 
five or six inches in diaweter, and 
gave him at times severe lanci- 
nating pains. ‘T'woor three times 
he was about to have the opera- 
tion performed by a native of 
Feejee, but his courage failed 
him when he came to the trial. 
One day when with Mr. Mariner, 
he suddenly determined to have 
the operation performed upon 
himself; and it was not much 
sooner said than done. He tied 
on the bandage, opene” the scro- 
tum with a very steady hand, in 
a fit of desperation divided the 
cord and cellular substance toge- 
ther, and fell senseless on the 
ground. The hemorrhage was 
very profuse. 

The amputation of a limb is an 
operation very seldom performed; 
nevertheless it has been done on 
at least a dozen individuals. 

There was a man living at the 
island of Vavaoo who had lost a 
leg in consequence of the bite of 
a shark, which is not a very un- 
common accident. But there 
was something unusual in this 
man’s particular case: his leg 
was not bitten off, but the flesh 
was almost completely torn away 
from about five inches below the 
knee down to the foot, leaving 
the tibia and fibula greatly ex- 
posed, and the foot much mangled. 
He was one of those who chose 
to perform his own operation. 
With persevering industry, there- 
fore, he sawed nearly through the 
two bones with a shell, renewing 
his tedious and painful task every 
day till he had nearly accomplish- 
ed it, and then completed the 
separation by a sudden blow with 
astone! The stump never heal- 
ed. Mr. Mariner had this account 
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- from the man himself and many 
others. 

Téfe, or the operation of cir- 
cumcision, is thus performed :— 
A narrow slip of wood, of a con- 
venient size, being wrapped round 
with gnatoo, is introduced under 
the preputium, along the back of 
which a longitudinal incision is 
then made to the extent of about 
half an inch, either with bamboo 
or shell,—the latter is preferred. 
This incision is carried through 
the outer fold and the beginning 
of the inner fold, the remainder 
of the latter being afterwards 
torn open with the fingers. The 
end of the penis is then wrapped 
up in the leaf of a tree called 
gnatdi, and is secured with a 
bandage. The boy is not allowed 
to bathe for three days ; the leaf 
is renewed once or twice a day. 
At the Feejee Islands this opera- 
tion is performed by amputating 
a portion of the preputium, ac- 
cording to the Jewish rite. 

The operation of the ta tattow, 
or puncturing the skin and mark- 
ing it with certain configurations, 
though it is not properly surgical, 
yet we mention it here, as it is 
very apt to produce enlargements 
of the inguinal and axillary glands. 
The instrument used for the pur- 
pose of this operation somewhat 
resembles a small-toothed comb. 
They have several kinds, of dif- 
ferent degrees of breadth, from 
six up to fifty or sixty teeth: they 
are made of bone of the wild duck. 
Being dipped in a mixture of soot 
and water, the outline of the tat- 
tow is first marked off, before the 
operator begins to puncture, 


which he afterwards does by 
striking in the points of the in- 
strument with a short stick made 
of the green branch of the cocoa- 
nut tree. When the skin begins 
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to bleed, which it quickly doés, 
the operator occasionally washes 
off the blood with cold water, and 
repeatedly goes over the same 
places. As this is a very painful 
process, but a small portion of it 
is done at once, giving the patient 
(who may justly be so called) 
intervals of three or four days’ 
rest, so that it is frequently two 
months before it is completely 
finished. The parts tattooed are 
from within two inches of the 
knees up to about three inches 
above the umbilicus. There are 
certain patterns or forms of the 
tattoo, known by distinct names, 
and the individual may choose 
which he likes. On their brown 
skins the tattoo has a black ap- 
pearance ; on the skin of an Eu- 
ropean, a fine blue appearance. 
This operation causes that portion 
of the skin on which it is perform- 
ed to remain permanently thicker. 
During the time that it is per- 
formed, but sometimes not for 
two or three months afterwards, 
swellings of the inguinal glands 
take place, and which almost al- 
ways suppurate : sometimes they 
are opened with a shell before 
they point, which is considered 
the best treatment; at other 
times they are allowed to take 
their course. 


II. 


MR. BRODIE ON THE USE OF IODINE IN 
MORBID GROWTHS. 


I nave employed iodine as an in- 
ternal medicine ina great number 
of cases of morbid growth, with- 
out any manifest effect arising 
from its exhibition. In two cases, 
however, and in two only, it was 
productive of the greatest benefit, 
effecting that which I should 
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scarcely have supposed that any 
medicine was able to accomplish. 

In one of these cases, which L 
attended with Mr. Pennington, 
the patient labored under a tumor 
on one side of the tongue, and 
imbedded in its substance, of 
about the size of a nutmeg, of an 
irregular form, hard to the touch, 
and having a well-defined margin. 
The disease had existed between 
one and two years, gradually 
making progress ; and it had re- 
sisted the internal use of arsenic, 
as well as a course of sarsaparilla, 
combined with oxymuriate of 
mercury. As the surface of the 
tongue was furred, and there 
were some other symptoms which 
seemed to indicate a deranged 
state of the digestive organs, we 


prescribed, in the first place, the. 


pilula hydrargyri, with a gentle 


aperient, and a light bitter with 


soda. Under this treatment the 
tongue became clean, but there 
Was no perceptidle alteration in 
the local disease. We then ad- 
ministered the tincture of iodine 
three times daily in moderate 
doses, gradually increased. Ina 
fortnight the tumor was evidently 
smaller, and at the expiration of 
about eight weeks it had nearly 
disappeared. The patient was 
sent into the country, being di- 
rected to continue the use of the 
iodine for some time longer. This 
was upwards of four years ago, 
and I have not seen the patient 
since ; but I have been informed 
that the cure was complete. 

The second case was that of a 
man who was admitted into St. 
George’s Hospital on account of 
atumor, situated on one side, a 
little below the axilla. It was 
of the size of a small orange, un- 
attended by pain, bearing no marks 
of inflammation, and quite movea- 
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ble beneath the skin. Having 
removed it by the kuife, I found, 
on making a section of the tumor, 
that it was composed of a brown 
solid substance, of a firmer con- 
sistence, and to all appearance 
more highly organized than fun- 
gus hematodes, and of an uniform 
structure throughout, except that 
externally it was covered by a . 
thin membranous cyst closely ad- 
hering to it. Some time after- 
wards the same man applied to 
the hospital a second time, having 
two tumors on the neck, each of 
the size of a double walnut. 
These bore no resemblance to 
the common enlarged glands which 
occur in this situation, and so 
exactly resembled that which had 
been removed from the side, that 
no one entertained a doubt as to 
their being exactly of the same 
nature. 

Conceiving that there were 
some obvious objections to a se- 
cond operation for the removal of 
a disease so manifestly depending 
on a constitutional cause, and 
knowing nothing better to be done, 
I prescribed the tincture of iodine 
to be taken internally. Under 
this course of treatment, which 
was continued for several weeks, 
the tumors gradually diminished 
in size, and ultimately disappear- 
ed. Ihave heard nothing of the 
patient since ; but as I told him 
that he should be received into 
the hospital again whenever he 
applied for that purpose, I think 
that in all probability he has had 
no return of the complaint. 

I have no right to say that in 
these cases the tumors were of a 
malignant ‘nature ; at any rate, 
they were not malignant tumors 
of the worst kind. I have, how- 
ever, exhibited the tincture, of 
iodine in many cases of truly ma- 
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lignant disease, and in a few in- 
stances, as it appeared, not with- 
out some temporary advantage. 
For example, I was consulted 
concerning a lady who was sup- 
posed to labor under a tumor of 
the breast : I found, however, on 
examination, that the breast itself 
was ina healthy state; and that 
in this, as in some other cases 
which have fallen under my ob- 
servation, the apparent enlarge- 
ment of the breast was the con- 
sequence of its being elevated by 
atumorbeneathit. The tincture 
of iodine was given internally, and 
under its use the tumor became 
so much reduced in size, that I 
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had the credit, with the patient 
and her friends, of having cured 
an obstinate disease. The amend- 
ment, however, was of short 
duration. Soon after discontinu- 
ance of the medicine, the tumor 
began again to increase in size, 
and the iodine, which was a se- 
cond time administered, had now 
no dominion overit. The patient 
ultimately died, and, on inspecting 
the body, it was ascertained that 
there was a medullary or fungous 
tumor, which had its origin in one 
of the ribs below the breast and 
pectoral muscles. The same 
disease existed also in other parts 
of the body. 
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Tue nature and treatment of this 
singular disease seem likely to main- 
tain their place among the most 
fruitful themes of speculation and 
inquiry. We notice an attempt late- 
ly made in France, by a learned 
body in Paris, to elicit some new 
light on these mysterious topics by 
offering a prize for the best treatise 
devoted to their consideration. The 
prize has been adjudged to a M. 
Desrouelles, and his essay, thus high- 
ly approved, was published in Paris, 
in 1827, and subsequently translated 
into German. We have ourselves 
become acquainted with its contents 
only by means of the analysis and 
extracts given in our respected con- 
temporary the N, A. Journal ; but as 
the theory advanced is there very 
distinctly and clearly stated, we deem 
ourselves justified in presenting some 
account of it te cur readers. 


That a great proportion of the 
symptoms presented by _ pertussis 
belong to inflammation of the mu- 
cous membrane of the bronchie, 
there is no reason to doubt. The 
nature of its remote causes, and the 
manner of its commencement with 
febrile symptoms, cough, and mucous 
expectoration, fully justify this idea. 
The difficulty which meets us in ex- 
plaining the disease, consists in the 
peculiar character which the cough 
assumes, and which is so frequently 
described as convulsive or spasmodic. 
The cause of this, it is said, must be 
looked for, not in the bronchial pas- 
sages or lungs, but in the nervous 
system. Many authors are content 
to impute this symptom to an irri- 
table state of the system generally, 
independent of any structural altera- 
tion; a state analogous to that which 
produces the class of diseases called 
synclonus by Dr. Good, and includ- 
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ing chorea and ballismus, Others 
have referred its seat to particular 
nerves, and especially to the eighth 
pair, which they have supposed to 
be affected with structural disease, ac- 
companied with increased irritability. 

Dr. Desruelles adopts a view of 
the subject different from either of 
those above stated, regarding ‘the 
disease as a broncho-cephalitis, or, 
in other words, as a bronchitis, ac- 
companied with cerebral irritation 
and congestion, which assumes an 
intermittent character, and the pa- 
roxysms of which produce the con- 
vulsive cough. This complication, 
however, does not take place till 
after the bronchitis has existed for a 
considerable time. When it does 
occur, however, it is at once indi- 
cated by the altered character of the 
cough, The irritated brain is then 
the seat of an increased quantity of 
blood ; and a reciprocal action takes 
place between this organ, on the one 
hand, and the thoracic muscles, glot- 


tis and diaphragm, on the other, A 


long inspiration having taken place, 
the glottis contracts spasmodically, 
and thus prevents the diaphragm, 
bronchial vessels and muscles, from 
expelling freely the air which had 
been received. When this has been 
expired, a new inspiration follows 
like the first, and thus these labori- 
ous efforts are repeated, until the 
mucus accumulated in the bronchiz 
is thrown into the trachea, and thence 
forcibly ejected through the mouth 
and nose. By this process the cere- 
bral irritation and congestion is re- 
lieved for the time, but, after a cer- 
tain interval, again returns, and gives 
rise to a new paroxysm. 
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Such is the theory of M. Desru- 
elles, as stated by our respected au- 
thority, who adopts, for the most 
part, the author’s own expressions. 
With the utmost deference for the 
arrét of the Medical Society referred 
to, we are still unable to perceive 
that the above statements throw any 
new light on the nature of this dis- 
ease. In the first place, we are told 
that the bronchitis, after existing a 
considerable time, produces the ce- 
rebral affection; but how it does so, 
whether by a transfer of inflammatory 
action, or by nervous influence, we 
are’ left to conjecture. This affec- 
tion, however, is in its nature inter-_ 
mittent; and when a paroxysm oc- 
curs, its effect is to produce the 
cough, and to give to it a spasmodic 
character, by contracting the aper- 
ture of the glottis, Here we seem 
to want some intermediate effect ; 
for M. Desruelles does not say that 
the cough is immediately produced 
by the accumulation of mucus, and 
then rendered convulsive in conse- 
quence of the cephalic affection; in 
which form, as it seems to us, his 
statement would be more intelligible. 
Again, when expectoration takes 
place, it is followed by an intermis- 
sion of the cephalic irritation, and 
no other paroxysm occurs until a 
new determination takes place to 
the head. Here again we are led 
to inquire how this effect follows. 
The expectoration occurs as a con- 
sequence of the cough, but its amount 
is regulated by the quantity of mucus 
accumulated, the presence of which 
is not regarded by M. D. as the 
cause of the paroxysm, but as an 
incidental circumstance. The only 
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circumstance, therefore, which in his 
view is essential to the removal of 
the congestion, is the cough itself. 
But who, we ask, after witnessing the 
effect of this laborious respiration on 
the circulating system of the head 
and neck, could reconcile himself to 
the notion of its relieving congestion. 
There is surely nothing in the obvi- 
ous symptoms of one of these parox- 
ysms which would mark a progres- 
sive diminution of cerebral congestion, 
from the moment of the first inspi- 
ration until its termination ; nor is it 
very easy to realize that such a 
process actually takes place. 


The difficulties thus presented by 
M. Desruelles’ theory, seem to us to 


arise not so much from a misappre-_ 


hension of the morbid changes which 
are actually produced, as from a 
roisstatement of the order in which 
they occur. That cerebral conges- 
tion is a proximate cause of this 
disease, we are willing to admit; but 
instead of regarding it as an_ original 
and independent occurrence, and as 
peculiar in its character, we appre- 
hend it might be more just to attri-: 
bute its permanent existence to the 
obstruction of the respiration inti- 
mately connected with the state of 
the bronchial passages, and its pe- 
riodic increase to the paroxysms of 
the cough itself. In this view, the 
successive occurrences being arrang- 
ed in their natural order, will appear 
to present an intimate relation to 
each other. The effect of an inflam- 
matory state, affecting extensively 
the bronchial surface, and increasing 
its secretion, would naturally be to 
render respiration more difficult, and 
to produce a check of the venous 
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circulation, the effect of which would 
be most sensible on the cerebral 
veins. When the secretion has in- 
creased beyond a certain amount, 
the irritation produced by its pre- 
sence occasions the cough. The 
spasmodic effort with which this is 
accompanied is no doubt produced, 
as our author supposes, by contrac- 
tion of the glottis; in consequence, 
the expiration is prolonged, the cir- 
culation impeded, and the return of 
the blood from the cerebral vessels 
obstructed. After a few inspira- 
tions, however, the mucus is disen- 
gaged and rejected, the bronchial 
surface unloaded, and the lungs re- 
turn, for a time, to the healthy per- 
formance of their functions. 

With respect to the immediate 
cause of the obstruction which exists 
in the glottis during the paroxysm, 
that assigned by M. Desruelles, 
though not improbable, is to be re- 
garded as a mere hypothesis, wholly 
unsupported by any direct evidence. 
As it is difficult, however, to conceive 
of any local cause capable of pro- 
ducing this effect, it seems to be ne- 
cessary to rest satisfied with this 
explanation. 


To the treatment of this disease, 
our author does not appear to have 
directed any particular attention ; 
nor, in that which he does recom- 
mend, does there appear to be any 
peculiar reference either to its inter- 
mittent character or its encephalic 
symptoms. The only remedies 
mentioned are, local bleeding by 
leeches, pediluvia, and diluents. In 
fact, the practical portion of the es- 
say possesses little interest, as it does 
not appear that the author’s personal 
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experience had been by any means 
considerable. The character as- 
sumed by the disease in its chronic 
state, has always suggested to prac- 
titioners the employment of aunti- 
spasmodic articles ; and we know of 
no combination of these more likely 
to prove useful than that suggested 
by a German practitioner, and which 
was noticed in a late number of this 
publication. 


PHLEGMASIA DOLENS. 


Our readers have no doubt seen, in 
the pages of this Journal, an account 
of the new view taken of this disease 
by Dr. Lee, a distinguished accou- 
cheur in London, who makes it to 
copsist in an inflammation of the 
veins of the affected limb. We see, 
by a paper read by Dr. L. to the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society in Lon- 
don in October last, that subsequent 
observation has confirmed him in his 
opinion, and has likewise led him to 
another conclusion, highly interesting 
in its connection with the former, 
viz., that this venous inflammation 
generally takes its rise from the veins 
which are ramified on the uterus to 
furnish the placenta, and particularly 
from the spermatic branches. In 
support of this idea, Dr, L. has in- 
geniously availed himself of the nu- 
merous cases lately published by 
Mr. Guthrie, of phiebitis occurring 
after amputation. Dr. L. notices 
the analogy which exists between 
the state of the uterine surface after 
the removal of the placenta, and that 
of a limb which has suffered ampu- 
tation, and thinks that the same rea- 
son exists for the occurrence of ve- 
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nous inflammation in the one case as 
in the other, Weare then presented 
with the results of examination of 
twelve fatal cases, some of which 
had proved so withiu the first week 
from labor, with previous symptoms 
of hysteritis and peritoneal inflamma- 
tion, while in the others the imme- 
diate cause of death was phlegmasia 
dolens, occurring after the usual in- — 
terval of comparative health. In 
some of these last, however, there 
had been indications of inflammation 
within the uterus, and in one the 
phlegmasia followed-apon the hys- 
teritis without any sensible interval. 
In this case, the whole tract of vein 
connecting the uterus with the dis- 
eased extremity was found to exhibit 
marks of inflammatory action. ‘This. 
was in fact to be traced not only by 
the way of the hypogastric and fe- 
moral veins, but even through the 
spermatic into the vena cava, and 
thence into the veins of the limb. 
These marks of inflammation con- 
sisted in very firm coagula, in a 
dense secretion adhering to the in- 
ternal surface of the vessel, in a 
thickening of its coats, and, in some in- 
stances, in an obliteration of its cavity. 
Appearances approaching those above 
mentioned, and corresponding to the 
symptoms manifested by the disease, 
were found in the other cases exa- 
mined. The descriptions of these 
are curious and interesting, but whol- 
ly unfit for analysis or abridgment. 
For the means of forming a just es- 
timate of Dr. L.’s theory, we must 
refer our readers to the paper itself, 
which may be found in the XVth 
Volume of the Medico-Chirurgical 
Trausactions, Part II. 
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TREATMENT OF WOUNDS AFTER 
OPERATION, 


Tue propriety of permitting incised 
wounds generally to unite by the 
first intention, and the advantage of 
obtaining this mode of union, when- 
ever practicable, after operation, are 
regarded, we believe, as among the 
established principles of modern sur- 
gery. The latter practice, however, 
is well known to be adopted with 
considerable modification by the 
French. We have remarked, in the 
Journal Hebdomadaire, some obser- 
‘vations on this subject by Baron Du- 
puytren, which seem well worthy of 
consideration. It is the opinion of 
this distinguished Surgeon, that more 
cases of amputation are lost where 
immediate union is attempted, than 
where the wounds are allowed to 
suppuraté. Of thirty amputations 
of various limbs in which the wounds 
were left open, six terminated fatally. ; 
while out of twenty-nine in which 
union by the first intention was at- 
tempted, the number of deaths was 
nine. The superior safety of the 
former mode, which seems to be 
thus in some sort demonstrated, is 
attributed, by the Baron, to the fact 
that many of these amputations were 
rendered necessary by chronic dis- 
ease of the joints, caries, and ulcers, 
attended with profuse discharge ; and 
this being suddenly arrested by the 
rapid healing of the incisions, the 
disease was transferred to some vital 
organ, and proved fatal. If this be 
a true view of the subject, the choice 
between the two modes should be 
regulated, in every case, according 
to the previous circumstances of each 
individual case, Cases to which the 
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principle is applicable, besides those 
above mentioned, must be frequently 
met with in amputation of the breast, 
where this is rendered necessary by 
disease which has proceeded to ul- 
ceration. On the whole, however, 
the proportion of such cases to those 
in which union should be effected by 
the first intention, will, admitting the 
soundness of the principle, remain 
very small, Its most frequent and 
important application, as M. Dupuy- 
tren himself seems to admit, must be 
expected to occur in public institu- 
tions. 


MEDICAL CONVENTION FOR REVISING 
THE PHARMACOPGIA, 


Ar a meeting of Delegates to the 
National Medical Convention for 
revising the Pharmacopoeia of the 
United States, held at Washington, 
January 4th, 1830, present, 


Condict, M.D., Isaac Pierson, 
M.D., from the Medical Society 
of New Jersey. 

Geo, B. Wood, MD., Franklin 
Bache, M.D., from the Philadel- 
phia College of Physicians. 

Jno. L. Morris, M.D., from the 
Medical Society of Delaware, 

Jas. H. Miller, M.D., from the Me- 
dico-Chirurgical Faculty of Mary- 
land. 

N. W. Worthington, M.D., Thos, 
Henderson, M.D., from the Medi- 
cal College of Washington. 


The convention was organized by 
the appointment of’ Lewis Condict, 
M.D., President, and Thos. Hen- 
derson, M.D., Secretary. 

A resolution was then adopted, 
that the Surgeon-general of the army, 
the senior Surgeon of the navy, sta- 
tioned at Washington, and those 
members of Congress who are prac- 
titioners of medicine, be requested to 
attend the meetings of the convention 
as members. 
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In compliance with this invitation, 
the following gentlemen appeared at 
subsequent meetings, and took their 
seats, viz :—Jos, Lovell, M.D., Sur- 
geon-general; ‘Bailey Washington, 
M.D., senior Naval Surgeon, sta- 
tioned at Washington; and Nathan 
Gaither, M.D., of Keatucky, G. E. 
Mitchell, M.D., of Maryland, and 
Samuel Swan, M.D., of New Jersey, 
members of Congress, 

At this meeting and that of the 
succeeding day, the following com- 
mittees were appointed, viz :— 

A committee, consisting of Drs. 
Wood, Lovell, Worthington, Miller 
and Bache, to examine and revise 
the Pharmacopeia, and to submit 
such revised copy to a future meeting 
of the convention; and 

A committee, consisting of Drs. 
Bache and Miller, to devise a plan 
for calling the next convention, and 
to inquire as to the most convenient 
mode of preserving the minutes of 
the present, and all future conven- 
lions. 

On the 6th, Dr. Miller, the dele- 
gate from Maryland, requested and 
obtained leave of absence from the 
convention, 

At the meeting of the 7th, the 
conimittee on the revision of the 
Pharmacopoeia made the following 


Treport:— 


“The committee appointed on 
the revision of the Pharmacopeeia of 
ihe United States, beg leave to re- 
port that they have examined a re- 
vised draught submitted to them by 
the delegates from Pennsylvania, 
with as much attention as their limit- 
ed iime will permit, and recommend 
it to the convention as the basis of a 
new edition of that work. As, how- 
ever, it contains several important 
modifications, which require a more 
particular examination than your 
committee can possibly give them, 
they recommend that it be referred 
to a committee of revision, to be ap- 
pointed from the different sections 
of the country ; that the chairman of 
said committee be requested to open 
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a correspondence with the several 
members, for the purpose of submit- 
ting the aforesaid draught to their 
examination, and of obtaining their 
remarks and observations thereon ; 
that he be authorised and instructed 
to call a meeting of said committee 
at as early a period as practicable, 
to assemble in the city of Philadel- 
phia, and that any three members 
shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business; who, after 
a careful examination of the several 
communications that may be submit- 
ted to them, shall prepare for the 
press a revised edition of the Phar- 
macoporia, and make the necessary 
arrangements for its publication.” 

The report was adopted, and in 
order to carry its recommendations 
into effect, it was 

Resolved, that the committee for 
the revision and publication of the 
Pharmacopeia of the United States 
shall consist of a Chairman, and of 
two members from each of the fol- 
lowing cities, viz:—Boston, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Wash- 
ington, Charleston, Lexington, and 
Cincinnati; whereupon the following 
gentlemen were appointed :— 


Thos. T. Hewson, M.D., Chairman. 

Jacob Bigelow, M.D., John W. 
Webster, M.D., Boston. 

Alexander H. Stevens, M.D., John 
Watts, M.D., New York. 

Geo. B. Wood, M.D., Franklin 
Bache, M.D., Philadelphia. 

Samuel Baker, M.D., Elisha De 
Butts, M.D., Baltimore. 

Thos. Henderson, M.D., N. W. 
Worthington, M.D., Washington, 

John R. Trescott, M.D., James 
Moultrie, M.D., Charleston. 

W. H. Richardson, M.D., B. W. 
Dudley, M.D., Lexington. 

John Morehead, M.D., J. Peirson, 
M.D., Cincinnati. 


At the same meeting, the commit- 
tee upon the subject of future con- 
ventions, and the preservation of the 
records, presented the following re- 
port, Viz 
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“The arrangements which the 
committee would propose for assem- 
bling the convention for 1840, are 
as follows :— 

“1, That the President of this con- 
vention shall, on the first day of Ja- 
nuary, 1839, issue a notice, requesting 
the different incorporated State Me- 
dical Societies, the incorporated Me- 
dical Colleges, and the incorporated 
Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, 
throughout the United States, to 
elect a number of delegates, not ex- 
ceeding three, to attend a general 
convention to be held at Washington, 
on the first Monday in January, 1840. 

2. That the several incorporated 
bodies thus addressed, be further 
requested, by the President, to sub- 
mit the Pharmacopeeia to a careful 
revision, and to transmit the result 
of their labors through their dele- 
gates, or through any other channel, 
to the next convention. 

** 3, That the several medical bo- 
dies be further requested to transmit 
to the President of this convention, 
the names and residence of their 
respective delegates, as soon as they 
shall have been appointed; a list of 
whom shall be published under his 
authority, for the information of the 
medical public, in the medical jour- 
nals and newspapers, in the month 
of October, 1839. 

committee further report, 
that the following plan for the pre- 
servation of the records of this and 
future conventions be adopted, viz: 

“1, That the Secretary of this 
convention take charge of and pre- 
serve the existing records, until his 
successor shall be appointed, when 
it shall be his duty to hand them 
over to such successor. 

2. ** That in case of the death, re- 
signation, or inability to act, of the 
Secretary, his duties shall devolve 
upon an assistant Secretary now to 
be appointed. 

3. That it be recommended to 
futuré conventions to appoint their 
secretary or secretaries from members 
residing in the District of Columbia, 
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‘As it is proper to provide for 
any contingency which may deprive 
the present convention of the ser- 
vices of its President before a suc- 
cessor shall be appointed, the follow- 
ing provision is recommended, viz : 

‘¢ That in case of the death, resig- 
nation, or inability to act, of the 
President of this convention, his du- 
ties shall devolve on the Secretary, 
and in case both these officers shall 
be unable to serve, their duties shall 
devolve on the assistant Secretary.” 

This report was adopted, and Dr. 
Worthington was chosen assistant 
Secretary. 

The convention then adjourned 
sine die. 

Lewis Conpict, President. 
HENDERSON, 


N. W. Worruincro Secretaries. 


Excoriation of the Nipples.—Dr. 
Sibergundi, of Dorston, strongly re- 
commends the following application, 
for the speedy cure of excoriation of 
the nipples during suckling :— 


Take of the Watery Extract of Opium, 
one grain ; 
Lime Water and Oil of Almonds, 
of each three drachms. 


To be kept constantly applied to 
the nipples by means of a little lint, 
during the intervals of suckling. 
We should prefer the decoction of 
quince-seed to the oil of almonds, 


Tenia found in Water.—The 
statement of Linnzus that he had 
found the tania in water, has been 
generally doubted. MM. Bayer and 
Eysenhardt, however, have confirm- 
ed the observation. Ata spot near 
the embouchiere of the Pregel, two 
leagues from Koenigsberg, the water 
was filled with specimens of the bo- 
triocephalus solidus, four of which 
they procured alive. It is proper 
to add, however, that at the same 
place were found a number of little 
fish, most of which had an unusual 
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swelling of the belly, from which, on 
being pressed, a worm of the above 
kind escaped, and which continued 
to live in water two days after its 
expulsion. 


Test of Castor.—To ascertain if 
tincture of castor has been prepared 
from the Canadian or Russian drug, 
it is only required to pour some drops 
into distilled water. A milky mix- 
ture results, The addition of am- 
monia renders this clear and com- 
pletely colorless, if the tincture has 
been made with Russian castor ; but 
it remains turbid, if the American 
castor has been used. 


Method of killing Insects for Pre- 
servation in Cabinets.— This method 
consists in enclosing the insect in a 
paper or thin wooden box, and ex- 
posing it, four one or two seconds, to 
heat near a fire, The heat imme- 
diately kills insects the most tena- 
cious of life. The process does not 
alter the most delicate colors; but if 
the heat be continued too long, the 
wings .and other parts of the body 
begin to wrinkle. 


Injections of Balsam Copaiba.— 
This balsam has been successfully 
used in gonorrheea of long standing, 
or rather in’ gleet, by Dr. Coons, of 
Alabama, Thus used four or five 
times a day, it cured the disease after 
resisiing a variety of other remedies, 


The Varioloid.—It is said the va- 
rioloid is prevailing in and about 
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Harrisburgh, Penn., and that it has 
attacked with sume severity persons 
pitted by smallpox. 


Dr. Jonn Brown.—The Editor 
of the London Medical and Physical 
Journal says of this renowned author 
of anew Theory of Medicine,—* It 
is well known that this admirable 
scholar, and most ingenious medical 
theorist, died at a comparatively early 
age, leaving a wife and young family 
entirely unprovided for. Had he 
lived longer, he would have enjoyed 
the gratification of knowing that his 
doctrines were adopted on the con- 
tinent of Europe, particularly in 
Germany and Italy. Indeed they 


form the basis of the more recent 


theory of Rasori and Tommasini, © 
which is now very generally adopted 
in the latter country.” 


Dr. J. W. Farxum, of Provi- 
dence, has been appointed Profes- 


sor of Chemistry in Kenyon Col 
lege, Ohio. 


We have to acknowledge a very 
amusing piece of burlesque by two 
stars. Though our sides are yet 
smarting, we cannot refrain from 
thanking our correspondent for the 
entertainment he has furnished us, 
though we presume he never for a 
moment supposed this effusion of his 
wit could with any propriety be pre- 
sented to the eye of the public. 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOSTON, ENDING APRIL 23, 


Date. | Sex. | Age. | 
April 15. ‘suicide 
16.| M./48 yrs lung fever 
4 mo dropsy on the brain 
7 yrs do. 
82 old age 
fungous tumor 
65 disease of the heart 
61 lung fever 
54 ‘unknown 


Disease. 


17. 
19. 


w 
tw 


-42 apoplexy 
M. 20 diabetes 
20.. F..18 mo infantile 


F,/21-2 y consumption 


Males, 16,—Females, 10. Total, 26. 


Date.|Sex. |Age | Disease. 


M.\10 mo,dropsy on the brain 
M.|52 yrs cholera morbus 
F./5 mo |lung fever 
M.|70 yrs old age 
M |20 _—_typhous fever 
21.| F.|53 | consumption 
M.|31 dropsy 
22.|M.|/32 inflammation on lungs 
‘unknown 
23. F. 40 
F.21  dropsy 
ei old age 
F.'8 wks icanker 
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THE BOOK OF HEALTH. 

ICHARDSON, LORD & HOL- 

BROOK, No. 133 Washington &St., 
Boston, have just published THE BOOK 
OF HEALTH; a compendium of Domes- 
tic Medicine, deduced from the experi- 
ence of the most modern practitioners ; 
entirely divested of technicalities, and ren- 
dered familiar to the general reader; in- 
cluding the mode of treatment for diseases 
in general. A plan for the management 
of infants and children ; rules for the pre- 
servation of health, and for diet, exercise, 
air, and the preparation of food ; remedies 
in cases of accident ; suspended anima- 
tion; rules for preventing contagion; a 
Table of Poisons most frequently taken, 
_ with the symptoms, and directions how 
to act when medical aid is not at hand, 
A Domestic Materia Medica, &c. Xe. 
First American, trom the second London 
edition; revised and conformed to the 
practice of the United States, with addi- 
tions, by a Fellow of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society. 


Extracts from the Preface to the American 
dition, 

“Its chief value, and certainly nota 
trifling one, is the fact that it embodies in 
a small compass the opinions of some of 
the most eminent modern physicians and 
surgeons of Great Britain, such as Drs. 
Bailey, Clutterbuck and Armstrong, 
among the former, and Sir Astley Cooper, 
Mr. Abernethy and Mr. Lawrence, among 

“ The Table of Poisons, with their at- 
tendant symptoms, and the mode of treat- 
ment when medical aid is not at hand, 
it is thought will be peculiarly useful, as 
it not unfrequently lappens where they 
may have been taken, that no such aid 
is to be had, and where, if immediate 
remedies be not applied, the person may 
be irretrievably lost. But if, in such a 
moment, this table is at hand, the remedy 
may be at once resorted to, and the pa- 
tient saved. The same remarks will also 
apply to the directions given for procedure 
in cases of suspended animation, from 
drowning, lightning, hanging, &c.” 

*“* Great care has been taken through- 
out not to recommend, in any case, medi- 
cines or a course of treatment which may 
be considered dangerous or doubtful in 


six numbers, at $6,00 each. 


the result; on the contrary, cautions are 
constantly given against the use of them, 
and recommendations, in all cases of 
doubtful or critical character, of imme- 
diate recourse to medical aid.” 


May 11 


HALLER’S ELEMENTS OF 
PHYSIOLOGY. 
OR sale—Haller’s Elements of Phy- 
siology, complete in eight volumes 
4to., elegantly bound in calf. Inquire at 
Cottons and Barnard’s, No. 184 Wash- 
ington Street. j 
May 4. 


SUPERIOR STETHOSCOPE. 
ARTER & HENDEE have constant- 
ly on hand, Stethoscopes of the 
most approved form, manufactured by 
George Wheelwright. 

They also publish a Manual for the 
Use of the Stethoscope. A short Treatise 
on the different Methods of investigating 
the Diseases of the Chest. Translated 
fiom the French of M. Collin by W. N, 
Ryland, M.D., from the third london 
edition: with plates and an explanatory 
introduction, by a Fellow of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society. 

April 6, 


MORBID ANATOMY. 
ARTER & HENDEE have just re- 
ceived,—The Morbid Anatomy of 

the Stomach, Bowels and Liver; illus- 
trated by a Serics of Plates from Drawings 
after Nature, with explanatory letter 
press, and a Summary of the Symptoms 
of the Acute and Chronic Affections of the 
above-uamed Organs. By Jonun ARM- 
stronc, M.D. 

The above work will be completed in 
Three 

Sub 


numbers are already published. 
scriptions received by C. & H. 


Oct. 6. 2am3m 


TREATISE on the Scrofulous Dis- 
ease, byC.G. HurELAnD, Pinysician 
to the King of Prussia, &c., translated 
from the French of M. Bousquet, by 
Charles D. Meigs, M.D., is just received 
and forsale by CARTER & HENDEE, 
Sept. 8. 
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